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Who should attend? 
Families with a child with a disability or learning challenge, school 
staff, other community members.

Questions? Contact:
info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org

What if instead of rushing through every conversation like it’s a problem
to solve, we learn to truly listen to one another? Effective school and
parent relationships are built on trust. Listening for deep
understanding; the “why” behind what is being said, is a powerful tool
for building mutual understanding, strengthening relationships, and
fostering collaboration.

In this session you will learn:
Why listening is so important
What effective listening is and its benefits
Barriers to listening
Strategies to improve listening
Practice and application

Our school communities are dealing with a lot of heavy topics these
days. We are so rooted in trying to problem solve, that when we
speak with one another, we aren’t truly listening to what the other
person is saying … instead we are trying to solve the problem we
believe they are presenting. When people feel unheard, it leads to
avoidable conflict and discord among schools, parents and school
communities.

DECEMBER 7, 2026
7:00PM - 8:00PM

REGISTER AT tinyurl.com/ymbcmuba

Effective Listening for
Understanding, Trust,

and Collaboration
with SEMS

https://tinyurl.com/ymbcmuba
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