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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

Congress finds the following:

Almost 30 years of research and
experience has demonstrated that the
education of children with disabilities can
be made more effective by...
strengthening the role and responsibility
of parents and ensuring that families ...
have meaningful opportunities to
participate in the education of their
children at school and at home.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

« Parent is a member of the Individualized
Education Program (IEP) Team

« IEP team must consider:
Strengths of the child

Concerns of the parents for enhancing the
education of their child

Results of the initial or most recent
evaluation of the child

Academic, developmental, and functional
needs of the chil




Why Write IEP Parent Input?

Your parent input in the IEP is IEP is not based on medical

your opportunity to make sure all diagnosis or eligibility category, but
your child’s needs are considered on your child’s needs.

by the team.

Your child's needs are documented
in the present level of academic
achievement and functional
performance (PLAAFP). The PLAAFP
drives the other parts of the IEP.
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What should be included?

« Priorities for the upcoming year
« Your child’s strengths

« Areas of need

« What works well for your child

« What doesn’'t work

« Concerns (academic, social, behavior,
medical, food, independence, etc.)

Communication Tips

« Fact based statements

* Provide examples / data
 Use respectful language
« Prioritize - be concise

« Bullets are useful

« Keep it under one page

« Sleep onit
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Keep the focus on your child

Staff Focused Child Focused

Ms. Peacock is always talking | would like staff/teachers to

to my teen like a baby. have age-appropriate
interactions with my child to
help build independence.

Mr. Green is scattered and For my child to be successful,

disorganized. they need clear expectations
and concrete written steps to
complete work.
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Helping the team know your child

Strengths
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excellent sense of direction My dogs

great eye for photography and lighting My tavorite class is Science

thoughftul and kind Like to swim

Great shopper 1 love movies

good memory Gioing to the 200 and farmer's market

make good choices I like to read

Determination -1 know what | want Space

creative prablem solver Plenics

pay attention to details Ice cream

1 don'tlike 1o be the center of aftention

| would rather use my voice tnan my talker
time to watch before trying something new
Let me know when | am doing something right
Use my talker 1o help spell on the computer

1o know what to expect

information read aloud

extra time, please wail for me o respond

Let me know you understand me- | like when you
repeat what | said 50 | know you gotit. Ask for
help or ta use my talker if you dan't

a fidget and to move my body




Happy, helpful, playful sweet kid who enjoys nothing
communicating and interacting by playing
games, reading books, p\a\{\ng with toys, or doing
activities with friends and famil
- Compassionateand empathetil, aways asks others
o play with her and how they are fecling, especially
By shom a hagative emation ke sadges Tear
anger, nervousness, etc. For example, | stepped on a
dead turtle and was visibly distraught and she came
up to me and gave me a hug, patted my back, and, in
a'soothing voice, said “It's okay mom. We all step on
a turtle someday.” Alsg, without prompting she went
up and told her sister “Don't worry! Fm her
Ehve her a hug when her Sister was worried beforea
piano recital,
Does not require a set routine at home, community,
and therapy environments
. Fantastic maginative play skills
+ Opento trying new things and actively advocates for
new experiences
+ Loves movementand physical activity
Notafrad of etting messy or sensory play
+ Good memory for names and facts and quickly picks
up things of interest
Navigates technology well and can play preschool
games and navigate apps on the phone or iPad

Strengths' Concerns:
Loves attending school and working with her + The mostimportant thing to student ight nowis
teachers and therapists increased social interaction a

d opportunities with
peers and she advocates for thi for herSelf on
multiple occasions during every single hour that she
is awake, She asks us to help her make friends and
give her opportunities to play with them. As her
parents, our number one focus is to support her
self-advocating for increased opportunities to play
with peers.

No access to same age, typically developing peers in
school which means she has no access to social,
behavior, and language modeling of typical peers
Combined impact of her hypotonia and bleeding
disorder and the need for adult supervisionin
certain environments and situations with unfamiliar
people

impact of Apraxia on academic skills, especially the
alphabet and prereading skills

Articulation issues limit social interactions and
comprenension ith peers and adults and often
results in Clover feeling left out which sometimes
results in frustration and a blow to her confidence
Not feeling accepted by peers who she says are “too
fast’ when she attempts to play with them—usually
in a playground setting where lots of different kids
are yelling and running everywhere
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and over theway. He Is so good at reflecting on any
mistakes he makes f he s talked to about them 1:1 outside of the heat of th . He apologiz 1y d
his dad, hal) asked, even ifit causes him o get In rouble
Areas Jy. Humor is his 80 (0" o be lied and fit in, but he doesn'talways realize that kids can find that
find it disruptive, Student. Tot of ﬂ cud
cannot carry a backpack, he will ot hromebook, charger anda beinglost or misplaced.
to remember familar ;.
afriend, and doesnt
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addressing it Inthe last
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For Lithelpsif
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Droad conept o Speac 50 trms ke irespect seem vage g i
fitin,
Jease feel freeto
callor student,
for your support We
Strengths: Makes it Hard for Student To Learn:

« veryempathetic

« verysocial towards peers

+ strongvisual short-term memo;

« steadyvocabulary acquisition

« adeptat figuring out and using technologies

« participating in physical activities

« reading - shewants to read everything right now

Weaknesses:

« hand strength and fine motor coordination

organizing and expressing her thoughts clearly without mixing
ina lot of side thoughts

controling mpulivereactons - words,hting,ec.

poor working memory

decoding wo

hard time controlling behaviors when time is unstructured
and open to more *free choice”

+ weak auditory memory without significant repetition

« tired by the afternoon

Helps Student Learn:

« dlear, direct, simple instructions, often using visual instructions
« information broken down into smaller steps

« bigger print for readin;

« small group work with peers

« sitting close to teacher for instruction and participation

« lots of repetition

+ extratime to think and respond to a question

+ using manipulatives and visuals in math

. math into everyday activities

« lots of bacl d
«  too muchinformationat once
- writteninstructions without verbal direction

Parent Concerns:

Studentis only reading at a Kindergarten (Fountas & Pinnell

C) levelin 3rd Grade - reasonableto catch up 1yearin 1 year

of school?

Student really struggles with math and we are not certain

where exactly she s in the curriculum

+ How dowe get appropriate rade evel materials for math and

reading for Student at this schoolin her classroom

L‘egwb‘whty of hand writing and speed at which she can write

clearl

« Howto get contentahead of time so that Student

can better participate in relevant

conversations/experiments in Science and Social

Studies

Whatis the impact of taking MiAccess instead of the Mstep?

We want to progressively scale back the aide in areas that

Studentis successfullyworking independently and

participatingin school - some behavioral plan suggestions

recommend doing the opposite

+ How do we help Studentto control her impulsive behavior -
especially the impulse to hit

Possible supports during nonacademic school activities
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My child is good at:
Child is good at reading and memorizing.
Child also is good at learning with visuals and hands out tasks.

My child struggles with:

Sharing information (I don't know how the day goes or what they
learned)

Making friends

1 am concerned about:
Does child need an aide?
Are they understanding concepts?

Questions about my child's education:
How can we help my child improve in areas below grade level?

1 would like to see my child make progress in:

We would like to see our child make progress in reciprocating
conversations with peers and answering questions about their
day.
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. Our biggest concern for *Student* is always the development of social skills. We
would like to see continuation and even an increase in peer-to-peer support, since the
newest research has demonstrated that this is the single most effective intervention
for students on the autism spectrum.

. Will *Student* participate in all or part of the IEP? We would like to see at least one
goal for self-determination or self-advocacy, and we value *Student*'s input to their
IEP.

~

w

. Ms. Geography has advised us that *Student* has a low comprehension of the social
studies course content, and we see the same thing when helping with homework. Do
they need further modifications to the curriculum?

As part of *Student*'s social skills development, can you suggest any extra-curricular
activities or sports at school that may be a good fit? Is there a way to observe some
of the extra-curricular activities before deciding?

We are open to suggestions regarding how we can help *Student* have the best
school experience possible. We will be working with them all summer long, and we
appreciate your guidance and support.

Thank you for making this a wonderful school year for *Student* - it's been an amazing
period of personal growth for them.

&

w

m

14

Here is an *Student* would like to work on his feelings, his language with
example of the  social skills, and focusing in class for this upcoming school year.
parent input

section in high Reading and language comprehension and soft skills were

school- note identified in a meeting with his MRS counselor recently.
parent input

emphasizes *Student* feels that his strengths are Chemistry and Algebra.
what student

wants:
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Strengths Weaknesses

visual learning
whole word reading

follows one-step directions well
sensitive to feelings of others
resilient

generalization of information
low muscle tone
planning and prioritizing
organization

paying attention

working memory

cognitive flexibility

tracking time

self esteem

urious
puts effort into making friends and keeping

them
great Coping skills

able to use words to express needs

able to participate in conversations with family,
friends and strangers at my own level

can match sounds and letters

loves drawing

Itis our vision for our child is that she will be fully included with her nondisabled peers in the
least restrictive environment. We want her to live a life of choice. We examine accommodations
and modifications that can be put in place to help compensate for her challenges. Furthermore,
it is our vision that everyone she comes in contact with holds her to a standard of high
expectations and supports her shortcomings instead of limiting her due to them.

2/13/2025
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Enjoys spending time Physical and financial security
outdoors and growing things

Learns technology quickly
Strong preference to express
personal style

Willingness to try new things
that are interesting

Establishing and maintaining
relationships with people of
choice, not being forced
Expressing wants, needs, opinions
and thoughts to people who
respect them. Listening to others
with respect

Know how to ask to help, when
help is needed, and that everyone
needs help

o
OO T
~

Sometimes seems
r

Will say “yes" because
itis coey n Being "babied" because of
expected misconceptions about capabilities
Often lets others Being alone, not engaging with
help more than is. others
Poor health
e J

00000
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Our student prepares to wrap her first year of high school, we wanted to take a moment to express our gratitude for many of the positive

accomplishments we've seen over the past year and offer input for her upcoming sophomare year.

Some of noticed or ofa

Frequent and relevant communication from IEP Case Coordinator
Student seems to have a solid understanding of where things are n the school and can get from place to place without substantial direction or
assistance.

A'secret lfe” where she is independently visiting people in the school, checking in, and getting candy.

An overallincrease in communication at horme, extending beyond conveyingwants / needs, or asking peaple to follow along with dialogue in videos /
movies. (s this happening in school, as well?)

« Working with students and others in school for assistance n classes

Unprompted singing at home when there are familiar songs on the TV or radio.

Some areas we would like to see more focus on:

= Working on decision making to increase independence. Potentiallyin the context of “Would you ke A or 7" where C, D, and  are also options, and
less in the context of “Would you ike X2 Yes, or no?"

Potentially broader considerations of cause and effect in decision making. (Example: “Should I buy this thing? IfI buy this thing, | won't have enough
money to buy something else.”)

. to foster building relationships and friendships.

«  Collab d in the class work ful, challenging and bl
Color-coding has been working well, for example.

- Continuing to stay on top of still has. words when she is

comfortable with people around her - even though she knows and is capable of verballzing complete words.)
When we first began the transition to high school, there was some discussion about use of a daily planner and being able to summarize what she did
for the day. At the time, the team understandably wanted an opportunity to get to know her better. When can this begin?

Question / Concern:

+ How can we make sure that our child is truly included in her educational program?
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My primary goals for *student* 2022-2023 school year are to

successfully transition from Elementary School to Middle School, including planned
visits and photos

make progress within the general education classroom and curriculum

move forward with using her augmentative communication device

find more opportunities to participate in school and afterschool activities with peers
have quality accommodations/ modifications to all classroom assignments to allow
for full participation. When she is fully engaged in what everyone else in class is doing,
there are fewer behavior concerns.

Our dream is for*student* to become as independent as possible,
to be social and have friends, contribute to society,
to be an accepted member of the community, and to be happy and safe.
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What are good surprises?

A

Surprise all expenses paid
vacation

. Surprise dinner is ready
without you having to do
anything

. Surprise information in a

meeting you have never heard
before

Wichigan Aliance for Fanilies
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Before the Meeting

Share your input with the other
members of the team

Ask for a draft of the IEP to review

If draft will not be ready, ask for
their input

Request copies of current
evaluations to review in advance

21



At the IEP Meeting

« Bring your concerns and take \/ Who is Next
notes on the discussion Responsible | Update

2/13/2025
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Questions for Understanding?
« What would that look like?

« How will we know if this plan is working?

« What are some other options?

« Would you please explain___?

« I'think I heard yousay__ . Isthat correct?

« Inotice ____at home. Are you seeing that at school?

« Can you give me a copy of the policy?

23

After the IEP Meeting

* Read the full IEP document
Is your parent input included?

Is everything from your notes
reflected?

Notice - Options Considered,
but not selected

24
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All Human

Be kind

Thank team members for
their time and input

informationjsupport, and education

800-552-4821 www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org

We are here to support you!

o @MichiganAllianceForFamilies

@ @michiganallianceforfamilies

o /MichiganAlliance

For more information visit
www.michiganallianceforfamilies.or;

Call 800-552-4821

En Espafiol 313-217-1060
248-963-0607 4~ 421
info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org

27


https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org

In collaboration with

Michigan Alliance for Families ../
vt
Michigan Alliance for Families is an IDEA Grant Funded Initiative of the Michigan
Department of Education, Office of Special Education (MDE-OSE); the Michigan
Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential (MiLEAP); and
Michigan’s Federal Parent-Training and Information Center (PTIC) funded by the
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs(OSEP).

www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
1-800-552-4821
info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org

i
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““Education -
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