
Michiga~1!r!e1o9 Families 
information, support, and education 

 

 

The Michigan Merit Curriculum:
Flexibility in awarding credit and the 
personal curriculum 

Rashell Bowerman 



 
 

 

 

The Michigan Merit 
Curriculum: 

Flexibility in awarding
credit and the personal 

curriculum 

Michigan Alliance for Families
Oct. 23rd , 2023 



  

  

   

 

   

   

 

    

Today’s Agenda 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Intro and Welcome 

Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) 101 

MMC Waiver Options (without PC) 

Testing Out 

Personal Curriculum (PC) 101 

Course of Study, Certificate of Completion 

Student PC Example 

PC Process: Requirements and Best Practice 



  

  

  
  

MMC: Brief History 

Graduation Credit Requirements 

Prior to MMC 
Legislation Class of 2010 Class of 2016 Class of 2028 

Civics 
0.5 Credits 

Michigan 
Merit Language Finance 
Curriculum 
Legislation 

World Personal 

2 Credits 0.5 Credits 
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Michigan High School Graduation Requirements (18 credits} 

English Languaig,e Arts (ELA) - 4 Cr,edits 
Proficiency in State Content Standards for ELA 
(4 credits) 

Mathematics - 4 Cr,edits 
Proficiency in State Cont ent Standards for 
Mathematics (3 cred its); and 

Proficiency in d istrict-approved 4th 
Mathematics credit opt ions (1 cred it) 
(Students MUST have a math experience in 
their final year o f h igh schoo l.) 

Onliine Learning Experi,ence 

Course, Learning, or Integrated Learning 
Experience. 

Pel':S.onal FinanCJe - ½ Credit (Effective with 
students entering 8th grade in 2023), 

Proficiency in State Content Standards fo r 
Pe,so nal Fina nee 

Phy:sical Education & Health - 1 Crediit 
Proficiency in State Content Standards fo r 
Physical Education and Hea lth (1 credi ): o r 

Proficiency w ith State Content Standa rds 
for Health (1/2 credit) and district-approved 
extra-curri cu lar activ it ies invo lv ing physica l 
ac iv it ies (1/2 cred it). 

Courses vs. Credits 

sc·ence - 3 Credits 
Proficiency in State Con ent Standards fo r 
Science (3 credits); o r 

Proficiency in some S ate Content Standards 
fo r Science (2 credits) and completion of a 
department-approved formal Career and 
Techn ical Education (CTE) program (1 credit). 

Soc·aI S:tudi,es - 3 Credits 
Proficiency in State Content Standards for 
Soc ial Studies (3 credits) . 

V1isual,, Perl',ormlng, and Appliied Arts. - "I 
Cr,edit 

Proficiency in State Content Standards fo r 
Visual, Perform ing, and Applied Arts (1 credit) . 

World Language - 2. Credits 
Forma l coursewor or an equ iva lent learning 
experience in Grades K-12 (2 cred its); or 

Forma l coursework or an equ iva lent learn ing 
experience in Grades K-12 (1 cred it) and 
co mp letion of a department-approved 
fo rmal CTE program; or an addi io na l v isual, 
performing, and applied arts credit (1 credit). 

• The Mich igan Merit Curriculum reimagines what the d iploma r epresents. W ith cred it based on studem 
proficiency instead of seat t ime, the d iploma represents what the students knows and can do, not the 
courses that they took. Credits don't have to equate courses; instead courses, CTE programs, work 
internships, and other learn ing opportunities can provide pieces of a variety of cred its - fi lling up t he 
credit pipe line. 

• The legislat ion also allows for specific cred it requ irements and/or content standards to be modified 
based on the individua l learning needs o f a student. It is designed to sel"Ve students who want to 
acce lerate or go beyond the MMC requirements as well as students who need to in d iv iduali ze learning 
requ iremems co mee the MMC requ irement . 

For spec ific info rmation regarding the MMC law, please refer to t he on li ne Michigan Mem Currirnlum 
Frequent y Asked Qu estions. 

www.m ichiga n .gov/mde 
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Courses vs Credits 

• 

• 

Credits issued based on 
Proficiency 

NOT based on course 
completion 

www.Michigan.gov/highschool 

http://www.michigan.gov/highschool


Ii sh Language Ar s ( E lL : ) - Credits 
Pro cie cy i State Co e t Sta da ds for ELA 
( ere its) 

M t em, t-c. - Credits 

• Pro cie cy i State Co e t Sta da ds for 
at ema ics (3 ere its : a d 

Pm cie cy in d istric -ap roved 4 
athema~ ics credit op io s (1 cred it) 

(Stud e ts UST have a at expe ie ce 
t eir l na year o ig sc oo l.) 

· r e Lear i Ex pe i e . e 

Co se. Lear i g or I egrate Lear i g 
Experie ce. 

Pe · · na inan1 e - ½: Cred' (E e.ct·ve ·· "th 
tu de · enter -ng · f g de 2023) 

Pm cie cy in Stat Con e t Sta da ds for 
Pe sona F- a ce 

Ph · -c . E L&cat·on & Heal lrai - Cr- dE 

cy in State Co e t Sta da s or 
Educatio and ea lt ( c edi ); or 

Pro cie cy i State Co te S a ar s 
or ea lt ( /2 c edi ) a d d-stric -app oved 

e t a-c . rricu la acti it-es - va lv ing p ys-ca l 
c i i -es (1/2 cred itJ_ 

Sc~e ce - 3 Credi s 
Pro ci e cy i S ate Co e t S a da s or 
Scie ce (3 c e di s ; or 

Prn ci e cy i so e S a e Co te t Sta d ds 
or Sc ie ce 2 cred-ts a d comp ero of 
e art e -a roved orma Caree a 
ec ica Educatio C El p ogra 1 ere it). 

Soc1 I Studies - · Crea ·is 

Pro cie cy i State Co e t S a da ds or 
Soc i I St ies (3 ere its) . 

~s · L Pe f;o m l g, · d Ap .hed A - ·ffi 
Credit 

Pro ci e cy in S ate Co e t S a da ds or 
Visua, Per orm in . an A pli ed A ts (1 ere it) . 

o I L guage - 2 Cn dits 
I co sewo or an equ i ale t ea 

e perie ce i G ades -12 (2 er 

Fo I co s~ o or an equ iva le t ea 
e perience i G ades -12 (1 cred it) a 
com letio• o a de a tment a p oved 
arm.a l C rog am· o a d i -ona l isua, 

per o i g, and a p ied a ts c edi ( credit)_ 



.... 

ClE Embedded 

(20 Standards\ 

Test Out 

(26 Standards) 

Integrated 

Science Course 

(25 Standards) 

 

 

 
 

MMC 
Science 
Standards 
(71) 

MMC 
Flexibility: 
Examples of 
Course/Credit 
Implementation 
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Science Credit - 3 Credits 

Options: 

3 credits-Proficient in state standards 
OR 

2 credits-Proficient in 2/3 of the state 
standards 

AND 
• Completion of a formal CTE program

(Waives 3rd science credit) 



  

  

     
    

 
  

 

World Language Credit - 2 Credits 

• 

• 

Options: 

2 credits-Based on “novice” level 
proficiency 

OR 
1 credit 

AND 
The completion of a formal CTE program
OR 
An additional Art credit 
(Waives 2nd WL credit) 



Scie ce no 

1 orld L n ua e no 

yes 

1 Heal . h and yes 
Physical ducatron 

yes CL 
380.1278b(5)0) 

   
    

  

 
 

 

Waiver of Credits 
Waive = voluntarily relinquish or
forfeit; an official decision that a 
rule does not have to be obeyed 

CTE program 
(2 waiver options) 

Personal Curriculum 
(3 waiver options) 

1 
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Testing Out 
What the MMC Law States: 
A school district or PSA shall also grant a student a
credit if the student earns a qualifying score, as
determined by the school district or PSA, on 1 or more 
assessments developed or selected by the school district
or PSA that measure a student’s understanding of the 
subject area content expectations or guidelines that
apply to the credit. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/TESTING_OUT_FAQ_469160_7.pdf
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Michigan Merit Curriculum 

The Michigan MeriL Cur ric u lu m is Lhe resul L of 

an extraordinary part nersh ip between tt1e 

Execu t ive Bra nch, Sl ate Board o f Ed ucat ion, 

Superin Lenden t of Public Instruc t ion, 

Legislatu re, an d numerous educa l ion 

associa l ions MCL 380.1278a, MCL 380.1278b. 

High School Graduation Requ irem ents 

Frequently Asked Q uestions [FAQ) (Updated 

09/2017) 

The r AQ document was designed Lo p rov ide 

reade rs w il h addiLional in formaLio n and 
clarifi caLion regarding t he fl exib ili ly wiLh in 

the Slate gradu aLion req uirem enLs. Th e r AQ 

documen L w ill be regu larly updaLed as 

needed. r o r questions relaLed t o t he 

Michigan MeriL Curr ic ulum, p lease conl act 

the Ed uca t iona l Experiences Un iL at 517-241-
4285. 

World Language Update (09/:2020) 

In September 2020 Public Act 158 of 
2020 was sign ed into law whic h amended Lhe 

Revised Sd1oo l Code Lo e limin aLe dates 

during w t1 ich hig t1 school sl udenls may fu lfi ll 

one o f t he two fo re ig n language cred its 

req uired for a d iplo m a by complet ing a 

Depart menL-approved fo rmal Career and 

Techn ical Educal ion [CTE) program or by 

co rnpleting an addi tio nal v isual o r 

perfo rm in g ar ts credi t. Th is flexib ili ly was 

scheduled to be p t1ased ou t fo r studen ts 

g raduat ing a fter 2024; however, PA 158 m akes 

it per ma nent 

Academic Standards and Credit Guidan ce 

Michigan Merit Curricu lum One Sheet 

Personal Curricu lum Inform ation and 

Docu ments 

Persona l Finance Requiremen ts 

Earning Credit Options 

Testing Out 

Ca reer and Tech n ical Education (CTE) 

Leverag ing CTE to Support Implementation 

of the Mich igan Merit Curricu lum 

Guidan ce on integra t io n of con ten l and cred it 

wa iver opt ions fo r earing c red i t. 

Economics in M arketing 

Learn how Lo grant economics c redi l t hro ug h 

Sl ate-approved market ing p rogram s u t il iLi ng 

Ui e Mich igan Collaborat ive Teach ing Mode l. 

A lig ned lesson p lan s an d cou rse outl ines are 

included. 

A lgebra II in Engineeri ng, Manufacturi ng, 

Industrial Technology !EM ITI 
Learn how to g rant mat hemat ics cred it 

U1ro ugh State -approved EM IT Programs 

ut il iling U1e Mich igan Co llaborative Teach ing 

Model. A ligned lesson plans and course 

ou tl ines are inc luded. 

Resources 

Michigan Seall of Biliteracy 

The Michiga n Sea l o f Bi lite racy has been 

created to recognile h igh sct1ool graduales 

who exhibi t language proficiency in Eng list1 

and al least on e add it iona l wo rld language. 

EV'.aluating1 Bias in Instructional Materials 

MD E, in part n ership w ith The Comprehensive 

Cen ler Network Reg ion 8, is providing Lhe 

fol lowing report : Tools and Gu idance for 

Evaluating Bias in Instru ctiona l Materials. 

Dist ricts may use Lh is repor t to ident ify Lools 

and rubri cs that wi ll assess b ias in loca l 

st andards and cu rricu lar maLerials. 

FAQ 

All Standards 

www.Michigan.gov
/highschool 

http:www.Michigan.gov
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Personal 
Curriculum 
Defined 

“The legislative intent of the 
Personal Curriculum (PC) 
is to individualize the rigor 
and relevance of the 
educational experience and 
provide a tool to help ALL
students succeed with the 
Michigan Merit Curriculum
(MMC).” 

Personal Curriculum Guidelines 2009 
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A PC CAN…. 






Change the 18 credits required in the 
MMC. 

Remove an MMC credit/course allowing
something that better meets the 
students needs to be built into their 
course of study. 

Be used by ALL students though
different types of students have 
different rules. 
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PERSONAL 
CURRICULUM 

TYPES 

To go beyond the academic credit
requirements (Enrichment) 

To modify the mathematics
requirement (General Modified) 

To modify the requirements based on
the disability of a student with an IEP 

To modify credit requirements for a
transfer student 
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PC TYPE : STUDENTS WITH IEP’S 

• 
• 



To modify based on the needs of a
student with an IEP 

Allows modifications to any MMC 
requirement due to the impact their 
disability has on accessing or 
demonstrating proficiency in meeting
expectations 

Must align IEP, transition plan, and 
EDP while keeping the MMC relevant 
and rigorous 



MICHIGflN 
Oepanme:Edu cation  

     
     

  

    

     
  

  

• 

• 

Course of Study 

A multi-year description of coursework from the 
student’s current to anticipated exit year needed
to achieve the student’s desired post-school 
goals. 

National Technical Assistance Center on Transition: The Collaborative (:C) 

The PC can support the creation of a Course of
Study that is relevant, engaging, and
individualized to a students needs and goals. 

https://transitionta.org/


MICHIGJ\N 
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 Diploma or Certificate of
Completion? 
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Example: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Student A is a sophomore with plans to become a certified auto mechanic after
high school, has an IEP (SLD) 

Post-school goal for student A is to get certified/credentialed at a local Community
College through a 2-year program 

Based on the student’s Transition Plan and academic need for support a PC was 
requested to look at potential MMC credit removals 

The PC team determined that removing a math credit (Alg. 2) and the 2 World
Language credits made sense for the student, allowing that time to be used for
more relevant course work and attending an aligned CTE program 

Those 3 credits were removed with a PC, and the student would not take those 
courses, they will not learn those standards 

The content from those courses would not have been meaningful or relevant for
the student's path, if the path changes the PC would need to be amended 
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Must Do’s 
• 

• 

• 

• 

When a PC is requested, a PC MUST be developed 
Written annual notice and website visibility 
A team is required to include; parent, student, counselor 
or teacher, and a school psychologist if student has an
IEP 
PC must be approved by Supt or Designee and 
parent/family after being developed, before 
implementation 



 
    

 
   

   
    

  

Should Do’s 
• 


• 


• 

• 

PC Request Form 
In office, online, easily accessible 

PC Forms 
Should include student info, post-school pathway,
modifications, and sign-off by parents 

PC record keeping and annual update protocols 
Educating staff and potential team members about 
PC implementation process 
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Additional Questions and comments can 
be directed to: 

Rashell Bowerman 
bowermanr1@michigan.gov 

Work Cell: 517-331-8455 
Office: 517-335-3062 

mailto:bowermanr1@michigan.gov
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We are here to support you! 

@MichiganAllianceForFamilies 

@michiganallianceforfamilies 

/MichiganAlliance 

For more information visit: 
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

Call: 800-552-4821 
En Español 313-217-1060 
Statewide Email: info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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A-,/ 
The Arc. 
Michigan 

 

      

  
  

Michigan Alliance for Families 

Michigan Alliance for Families is an IDEA Grant Funded Initiative of the Michigan 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education, and Michigan’s federal 
Parent-Training and Information Center (PTIC) funded by U.S. Department of 

Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 

www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 
1-800-552-4821 

info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
http:www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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