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Mission 
Empowering  a ll t o uphold t he right s 

of people  with dis abilit ie s . 



 
 

 
  

 

 
 

Who We Are 

Michigan’s  fede ra lly  
des igna t ed prot ect ion 
and advocacy  agency  

There is a protection and 
advocacy organization in 
every state and territory 

Funded by 9 federally 
mandated programs, state 
and private donors 

Serve the entire state of Michigan We receive over 4,000 calls per year 



  

 

    

  

  

     

 

Our Focus Areas 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

End Abus e  a nd  Ne g le ct  

Communit y S upport s 

Acce s s  t o Educa t ion for Childre n wit h Dis a bilit ie s 

Compe t it ive , Int e g ra t e d  Employme nt  

Prot e c t Individua l Rig ht s 

• 

• 

• 

Prot e c t s  t he  Rig ht s  of  Individua ls  t ha t  re ce ive  S ocia l S e curit y Funds

Vot e r Rig ht s  

Acce s s  t o  Va ccina t ions  a nd Me dica l Ca re  



 

   

  

 

Our Services 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Informa t ion and re fe rra l 

Se lf-advocacy a s s is t ance 

Se lect  lega l  represent a t ion  for  right s  viola t ions  

Facilit y monit oring 

Communit y educa t ion, out reach and t ra ining 

Sys t emic and policy advocacy 



  

     

  

   

Other Important Facts 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Services  a re  FREE and CONFIDENTIAL 

We a lways  seek public input int o our focus a reas 

Offices in Lans ing and Marque t t e 

Cont act us by phone  or webs it e 



  
    
     

      
      

  
  

    

Transition 101 

-

Wha t a re  t ra ns it ion s e rvice s ? 
Trans it ion  se rvices  a re  ava ilable  for s t udent s  
e lig ible  for specia l educa t ion. They a re  meant  t o  
crea t e a  smoot h pa t hway for a  young pe rson t o 
move from high school t o a  succes s ful adult  life . 
Trans it ion se rvices can include  work-based 
lea rning , int e rnships , ca ree r explora t ion, s e lf
a s ses sment s , workplace  readines s , and  counse ling .  



   
     

     
      

 

Transition 101, cont’d 

Why is  t ra ns it ion import a nt ? 
Trans it ion planning  confirms a plan is in place for 
t aking  t he  “next  s t ep”. These  s e rvices  he lp  s t udent s  
wit h disabilit ie s and t he ir familie s t hink about life 
a ft e r high school. 



 

 

 

5 Pillars of Transition 

Job Exploration Work Based Learning Post -Secondary 
Exploration 

Workplace Readiness Se lf-Advocacy



 

  

   

 

Who Provides Transition Services? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The  S chool 

Voca t iona l Re ha bilit a t ion  S e rvice s  

Michig a n Re ha bilit a t ion S e rvice s (MRS ) 

Bure a u  for S e rvice s  of Blind  Pe rs ons  (BS BP)  

S e rvice s  Provide rs 

Pa re nt s  a nd Fa milie s  



       
     

      
   

   
    

   
   

    
  

      

What is Vocational Rehabilitation? 
Voca t iona l  rehabilit a t ion is  a  s e rie s  of s e rvices  t ha t  a re  
des igned t o a id ent rance  int o or re t urn t o work by 
people wit h disabilit ie s  or by people who have recent ly 
acquired an injury or dis abilit y. 

Some  of  t hese  s e rvices  include  voca t iona l a s ses s ment  
and eva lua t ion, t ra ining , upgrading  of gene ra l skills , 
re fre she r courses , on-t he -job t ra ining , ca ree r 
counse ling , employment s ea rches , and consult ing  wit h 
pot ent ia l or exis t ing employers for job 
accommoda t ions and modifica t ion. 

These  s e rvices  may a lso  va ry  depending  on  t he  needs  
of t he  individua l. 



    

 

   

    

Who Provides Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services?  

Voca t iona l  rehabilit a t ion  se rvices  a re  provided  by:  

• 

• 

• 

Michigan Rehabilit a t ion Se rvices (MRS) 

Bureau  of Se rvices  for Blind Pe rsons  (BSBP)  

Workforce Innova t ion and Opport unit y Act (WIOA) 
Yout h Program 



 
  

  

IEP vs IPE 

IEP IPE 
Individua lized Educa t ion Program Individua lized Plan for Employment 

(Educa t ion) (Voca t iona l Reha bilit a t ion) 



   
   

     

   
    

     
      

    
     

     
   

 

What are the Centers for Independent 
Living? Des igned and ope ra t ed by individua ls wit h disabilit ie s ,  

Cent e rs  for Independent  Living  (CILs )  provide  
independent  living se rvices for people wit h disabilit ie s . 

CILs  a re  a t  t he  core  of ACL's  independent  living  
programs , which work t o support  communit y living and 
independence for people  wit h disabilit ie s  acros s t he 
na t ion based on t he  be lie f t ha t a ll people can live wit h 
dignit y, make  t he ir own choices , and pa rt icipa t e fully 
in socie t y. These  programs provide t ools , re sources , 
and support s for int eg ra t ing  people wit h disabilit ie s 
fully int o t he ir communit ie s t o promot e equa l 
opport unit ie s , s e lf-de t e rmina t ion, and re spect .  



 BSBP Training MCTI including 
vs . Cent e r  PERT/S tep Up 



 
 

  
 

Competitive Support ed 
Int  eg ra t  ed  vs . Employment 
Employment 



 

 

 

How do you work while receiving 
SSI/SSDI?  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Subs t ant ia l Ga inful Act ivit y 

S tudent  Ea rned  Income  Credit  

Subs idy 

Impa irment  Re la t ed  Work Expenses  

Benefit s  Counse ling 
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Transition Timeline 

Overwhelmed by the process 

14 -15 

16

17

18

Proceeding with a plan 

19

20-26Tens ion Time line 



Don’t Wait! 



      
  

     

    

   

     
    

  

Who Can Use CAP Services? 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Applicant s  of VR services , consumers , yout h in  
t rans it ion programs and profes s iona ls 

An individua l  who want s  t o apply or has  applied for  
VR se rvices 

An  individua l  who has  been de t e rmined  e lig ible  for  
VR se rvices 

An applicant  or client  of an Independent Living 
Program 

A pe rson who want s  t o know more about ava ilable 
s e rvices and benefit s under t he  Rehab Act and/or 
Tit le I of t he  ADA 



    

   
 

     

 

      
  

     
      

helpful tips 

Advocacy Tips 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Be involved  in eve ry  s t ep  of t he  Trans it ion  proces s .  

Keep eve ryt hing in writ ing . Follow up on 
conversa t ions wit h writ t en confirma t ion. 

Keep a Trans it ion folde r wit h a ll import ant 
document s . 

Ask for copies . 

Always  work  t owards  a  solut ion  and addres s  any  
problems t ha t  come up.  

At t end informa t ion ses s ions on Trans it ion se rvices 
hos t ed by your s chool, communit y, or out s ide 
agencies .  



Why Do I Call DRM? 
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Thank you for this opportunity! 
Que  s t  ions?



 

 

     

  
 
 

Dis a bilit y Rig ht s Michig a n 

4095 Legacy Parkway 
Lans ing , MI 4 8 911 

Hours 
9 :00am - 4 :00pm (Monday  - Friday) 

Phone 
8 00 .28 8 .5 923  (Toll  Free )  

5 17.4 8 7.175 5  (Voice )  
5 17.3 74 .4 68 7 (TTY) 

w w w .  d  r  m  i  c  h  .  o  r  g  
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We are here to support you! 

@MichiganAllianceForFamilies 

@michiganallianceforfamilies 

/MichiganAlliance 

For more information visit: 
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

Call: 800-552-4821 
En Español 313-217-1060 
Statewide Email: info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/
mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org


~ 
MICHIGAN 
Departme~lEdu cation 

~/ 
The Arc_ 
.Michigan 

    
    

     
   

Michigan Alliance for Families 

Michigan Alliance for Families is an IDEA Grant Funded Initiative of the Michigan 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education, and Michigan’s federal 
Parent-Training and Information Center (PTIC) funded by U.S. Department of 

Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 

www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 
1-800-552-4821

info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
http:www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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