
   

       
     

        
  

 

  
       

        
  

 
  

   
 

 

  
    

   
   

    
     

 
  

 
 

   
 

 

   
   

  
    

    
 

 
 

  
 

 
   

   
  

  
 

  
 

Heading to Preschool with an IEP 

The following resources may be helpful for families with children entering preschool by providing a better 
understanding of the various preschool options available for children with IEPs, the importance of high-quality 
inclusion and the least restrictive environment, and where to go for more support or with questions about 
your child’s education. 

Transition from Early On® to Preschool: 
We understand that transitions can feel overwhelming. If your child needs continued supports and is eligible 
for Part B services, there are resources to help support you during the transition from Early On and IFSPs to 
Early Childhood Special Education and IEPs. 
Transition to Preschool 
Family Matters Special Education Individualized Education Program Fact Sheet 
IEP Topics - Michigan Alliance for Families 
Transition to Preschool and Other Programs 

Preschool Settings: 
This is where a student with a disability receives special education and related services. Placement is an IEP 
team decision. IDEA requires placement in the least restrictive environment (LRE) for each child, a setting that 
is based on the child’s IEP and that should be reviewed at least annually. It is important to remember that 
special education is not a place, and the preschool setting should be what is best for the child. This could 
mean special education is provided through walk-in services, a private preschool, and/or any of the following: 
ECSE 
Great Start Readiness Program 
Head Start Center for Inclusion 
Early Head Start Programs 
Key Elements of High-Quality Early Childhood Learning Environments: Preschool 
Family Choice and Preschool Guidance 

High-Quality Inclusion and the Least Restrictive Environment: 
Most students with disabilities should attend preschool with their non-disabled peers. We know that where a 
child attends preschool can set the trajectory for the rest of their educational career and life. We also know 
that high-quality inclusion and access to the Least Restrictive Environment benefits all students in the 
classroom—not just students with disabilities. 
Inclusion 
School Inclusion | Center for Parent Information and Resources 
Placement, Short-and-Sweet | Center for Parent Information and Resources 
Indicators and Elements of High-Quality Inclusion 
LRE-Continuum-PreK 
LRE and Placement 
Considering LRE in Placement Decisions | Center for Parent Information and Resources 
Least Restrictive Environment (LRE): An English Translation of Key Legal Requirements 
Preschool Inclusion Collective Action Plan 
NAEYC Position Statement on Equity 
NAEYC and DEC Joint Position Statement on Preschool Inclusion 
Policy Statement on Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs 
PowerPoint Presentation 

https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/transition-to-preschool/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/familymatters/FM1/IEP_FactSheet.pdf?rev=c5e5ee0ed0e44203919866f7b17f0a24
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/iep/
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/wp-content/uploads/repo_items/legacy/partc/handout9.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/ecse/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/early-learners-and-care/gsrp
https://headstartinclusion.org/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/programs/article/early-head-start-programs
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/gsrp/standards/MI-Tip-Sheet--Key-Elements-of-High-Quality-Preschool-Environments.pdf?rev=12ab1f9e62ca420a977af3b60bf05af2&hash=88EB6D256C235CD7F3166700644A6D96
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/gsrp/implementation/Parent_Choice_and_Preschool_Guidance.pdf?rev=669dbae73f33407bb6c70fc661ffe547&hash=EEEDCE855D2384E512135A37810E7E94
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/inclusion/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/inclusion/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/placement-overview/
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators.asp
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/LRE-Continuum-PreK.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/lre-placement/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/placement-lre/
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ogs/ecse/PSWG-Collective-Action-Plan---Final-ADA.pdf?rev=ec9a1a2faa1e4d17b0f698031bea33e9&hash=15F422B13D905DCB77FFF4AA229C0C3A
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/equity
https://npdci.fpg.unc.edu/sites/npdci.fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/EarlyChildhoodInclusion_0.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/earlylearning/joint-statement-full-text.pdf
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Parent-Center-Presentation-6-23-16.pdf
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UPDATED DEAR COLLEAGUE LETTER on Preschool Least Restrictive Environments (January 9, 2017) 

Dispute Resolution: 
Knowing and advocating for your rights is an important part of helping your child succeed in school. If you ever 
have a dispute with the school, it’s important to have written documentation to support your position. IDEA 
includes a section called Procedural Safeguards. These safeguards are designed to protect the rights of parents 
and their child and provide a way to resolve their disputes. Parents have the right to disagree with decisions 
that the school system makes. 
Know Your Rights 
Disputes 
Quick Guide to Special Education Dispute Resolution Processes for Parents of Children & Youth (Ages 3-21) 
Quick Guide to Early Intervention Dispute Resolution Processes for Families of Infants & Toddlers (Birth 
through Age 2) 

Advocacy and Communication: 
Parents are a child’s first and best advocate. Parents who learn good communication skills can be even more 
effective. It takes time, energy, and effort to build skills to communicate clearly and collaborate effectively. 
Becoming a more effective advocate by enhancing your communication skills can be a great benefit to your 
child’s education. 
Parent Advocacy 
How To Write a Parent Concerns Letter for your IEP that Gets Noticed 
Effectively Communicate 

Michigan Alliance for Families Learning Resources: 
Michigan Alliance for Families is a statewide resource to connect families of children with disabilities to 
resources to help improve their children’s education. We help facilitate parent involvement as a means of 
improving educational services and outcomes for students with disabilities. Michigan Alliance for Families can 
assist you in knowing your rights, effectively communicating your child’s needs, and advising how to help them 
develop and learn. 
MAF Staff Directory 
Upcoming Events: Learning Opportunities - Michigan Alliance for Families 
Videos - Michigan Alliance for Families 
All Topics A-Z - Michigan Alliance for Families 
Michigan Alliance for Families : Newsletter Sign Up 
Michigan Alliance for Families | Lansing MI | Facebook 

Related State and Federal Resources: 
Early Childhood Special Education - Ages 3-5 
Part B, Section 619 of IDEA 
Special Education Services for Preschoolers with Disabilities 
Parent Survey—Special Education for children ages 3 through 5 
State Performance Plan - Michigan Alliance for Families 

800-552-4821 info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/updated-dear-colleague-letter-on-preschool-least-restrictive-environments/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/know-your-rights/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/disputes/
https://www.cadreworks.org/sites/default/files/resources/Dispute%20Resolution%20Process%20Comparison%20Chart.pdf
https://www.cadreworks.org/sites/default/files/resources/Part%20C%20DR%20Comparison%20Chart-FINAL%208-23-18.pdf
https://www.cadreworks.org/sites/default/files/resources/Part%20C%20DR%20Comparison%20Chart-FINAL%208-23-18.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/advocacy/
https://adayinourshoes.com/parent-concerns-on-the-iep-parent-letter-of-attachment/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/effectively-communicate/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/maf-staff/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/videos/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/all/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001Oiw2lHJYFnnW6bLYw0cVN-LPAXwRrb5WeDkJkflClMLcogWEcHz2l4LR0eNdp_9FnNRoh8HvkskWAAOORmTzCkvHEYFAAgCoR2vOsJhXiAMrPB__w1Ts-sCvGDdqcUsP6aDYJObhjG3Y-5wFdWc9JSSnYxcL_HIuWUwrGf23nnlzBRRrpNfcpA%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganAllianceForFamilies/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/early-learners-and-care/special-ed-05/early-childhood-special-education-ages-3-5
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/sec619/ecta-sec619-overview.pdf
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/preschoolers/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/data-reporting/B8_35_Survey.pdf?rev=8d5cfb984a0a47b7bd166902b5dee9d1
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/state-performance-plan/
http:michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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