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What is Inclusive Education? 
Ba rrie rs  a n d  Sh a rin g  Exp e rie n ce s  

Alt+Shift is an Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
Gra n t  Fu n d e d  In it ia t ive  t h rou g h  t h e  Mich ig a n  De p a rt m  e n t  o f  
Ed u ca t ion , Office  o f Sp e c ia l Ed u ca t ion  



MORE THAN 

'Just Being In" 
Creating Authentic Inclusion for 

Students with Complex Support Needs 

 If You’re Looking for a Good Read: 



 
 

 
 

“Inclusion is a right , 
not a special privilege for a select few.” 

Federal Court Oberti v. Board of Education 



 

 

 
 

   
  

  
     

  
    

  
 

What is Inclusive Education? 

The definition of inclusion states that all students: 
● a re  p re su m  e d  com  p e t e n t  
● a re  w e lcom  e d  a s  va lu e d  m  e m  b e rs  o f a ll g e n e ra l  

e d u ca t ion  c la sse s  a n d  e xt ra  -cu rricu la r a c t ivit ie s in 
t h e ir loca l sch oo ls 

● fu lly p a rt ic ip a t e a n d le a rn a lon g sid e  t h e ir sa m e  a g e 
p e e rs  in  g e n e ra l e d u ca t ion  in st ru c t ion  b a se d  on  
t h e  g e n e ra l e d u ca t ion  cu rricu lu m , a n d  

● e xp e rie n ce  re c ip roca l soc ia l re la t ion sh ip s . 
(TASH, n .d ., p a ra .1) 

Jorgensen, Cheryl M.. It's More Than “Just Being In” (p. 1). Brookes Publishing. Kindle Edition. 



 

   
    

        
    

      
    

      
   

     
     

   

 IDEA 
“To  t h e  m a xim u m  e xt e n t  a p p ro p ria t e , ch ild re n  
w it h  d isa b ilit ie s , in c lu d in g ch ild re n  in p u b lic  o r 
p riva t e in st it u t io n s o r o t h e r ca re fa c ilit ie s , m u st b e 
e d u ca t e d  w it h  ch ild re n  w h o  a re  n o t  d isa b le d .  
Fu rt h e r, sp e c ia l c la sse s , se p a ra t e  sch o o lin g , o r  
o t h e r re m o va l o f ch ild re n  w it h  d isa b ilit ie s fro m 
t h e  re g u la r e d u ca t io n a l e n viro n m e n t  m a y o ccu r  
o n ly w h e n  t h e  n a t u re  o r  se ve rit y  o f t h e  d isa b ilit y  
o f a  ch ild is  su ch  t h a t  e d u ca t io n in re g u la r c la sse s 
w it h  t h e  u se  o f su p p le m  e n t a ry  a id s  a n d  se rvice s  
ca n n o t  b e  a ch ie ve d  sa t isfa c t o rily.”  

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 



Learning Environment 

Everyone fits together in an 
Inclusive Education classroom 

' 1 ,r 

-~ 
= = 'O' 

All students 
learning together 

Teachers learning to 
expand their skills 

Valuing other 
cultures 

& perspectives 

Giving teachers 
assistance & support 

Connecting 
with individual 
learning styles 

Celebrating diversity 
& individuality 

Focusing on abilities, 
not disabilities 

Honoring the 
needs of all pupils, 

equally 

Nurturing shared 
respect & empathy 

 

 

Essential 
Pieces of 
Inclusive 

Education 

https://onlinedegrees.sandiego.edu/inclusive -e  d u ca  t ion  -s t ra  t e  g  ie  s /  

https://onlinedegrees.sandiego.edu/inclusive


 

  
 

  
    

   
  

 
 

  

  

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 

  

Benefits for ALL Students 
W it h  d isa b ilit ie s : 

● Me a n in g fu l frie n d sh ip s  
● In c re a se d  so c ia l  re la t io n sh ip s  a n d  

n e t w o rks 
● P e e r ro le  m  o d e ls  fo r a ca d e m  ic ,  

so c ia l a n d  b e h a vio r skills 
● In c re a se d  IEP  g o a l a ch ie ve m e n t  
● Gre a t e r a cce ss  t o  g e n e ra l  

cu rricu lu m  
● In c re a se d  in c lu sio n  in  fu t u re  

e n viro n m  e n t s  
● Hig h e r e xp e c t a t io n s  
● In c re a se d  sch o o l co lla b o ra t io n  
● In c re a se d  p a re n t  p a rt ic ip a t io n  
● Fa m  ilie s  b e co m  e  m  o re  in t e g ra t e d  

in t o  co m m u n it y 

W it h o u t  d isa b ilit ie s : 
● Meaningful friendships 
● In c re a se d  a p p re c ia t io n  a n d  

a cce p t a n ce  o f  in d ivid u a l  
d  iffe re n  ce s  

● In c re a se d  u n d e rst a n d in g  a n d  
a cce p t a n ce  o f  d ive rsit y  

● P re p a re s  a ll  s t u d e n t s  fo r  a d u lt  
life  in  a n in c lu sive so c ie t y 

● Op p o rt u n it ie s  t o  m  a st e r  
a c t ivit ie s  b y p ra c t ic in g  a n d 
t e a ch in g  o t h e rs  

● Gre a t e r a ca d e m  ic  o u t co m  e s  



 
   

    
   

  
   

   
 

 
  

 
Inclusive Education is Easier 

Said Than Done… 
● Barriers exist. 

○ “W e ’ve  a lw a ys d o n e  it t h is w a y…” 
○ “Th e ir d ia g n o sis m e a n s t h e y h a ve  t o …”  
○ “W e ’re  n o t  e q u ip p e d  t o …”  
○ “Yo u r s t u d e n t  d o e s  X…”  

● Ho w  ca n  w e  m o ve p a st  t h e s t ig m a s,  
ch a lle n g e s,  b a rrie rs ,  h e sit a n cy, (e t c !)? 
○ Fa m ilie s 
○ Sc  h  o o ls  
○ Co m  m  u n it y  



 Breakout Rooms 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In Your Breakout Rooms: 
● Quickly introduce yourselves and your: 

○ Child(ren) if you’re a parent 
○ Role/caseload if you’re an educator 

● Read through & discuss the guiding 
questions 
○ Encourage equality 
○ Be time conscious 
○ Embrace vulnerability 

● Nominate someone to share out 1 -3 key 
points when we return as a whole 
group 



 Share Out 



 

 
 

 
 

Join Us for Future Sessions! 

● “Inclusive Education in the IEP Using 
Assistive Technology” 
○ March 10 from 12:00 -1:00pm 

● “Inclusive Society: Using AT Beyond the 
School Day” 
○ May 11 from 7:00 -8:00pm 
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We are here to support you! 

@MichiganAllianceForFamilies 

@mialliance 

@michiganallianceforfamilies 

/MichiganAlliance 

For more information visit: 
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

Call: 800-552-4821 
En Español 313-217-1060 
Statewide Email: info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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Michigan Alliance for Families 

Michigan Alliance for Families is an IDEA Grant Funded 
Initiative of the Michigan Department of Education, Office of 

Special Education, and Michigan’s federal Parent-Training 
and Information Center (PTIC) funded by U.S. Department 
of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 

www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 
1-800-552-4821 

info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
http:www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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