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Stay Connected

info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
1-800-552-4821

o @MichiganAllianceForFamilies

o @mialliance

OIMichiganAlliance

' What are your expectations?




' Start with the end in mind!

6/14/2021

Individuals with
Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA)

' Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act - (IDEA)

Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in no way
diminishes the right of individuals to participate in or contribute to
society. Improving educational results for children with disabilities
is an essential element of our national policy of ensuring equality

of opportunity, full participation, independent living and economic
self-sufficiency for individuals with disabilities.




Least
Restrictive
Environment

Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA)

Educational placement is the
setting where your child receives
his or her education and services.
Schools must place students in the
least restrictive environment
(LRE). That means students
must be placed in the general
education setting to the greatest
extent possible to receive
supports and services as
determined by the individualized
education program team.
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BENEFITS OF INCLUSION

Benefits of Inclusion for...

1. They are spared the effects of
separate, segregated
education-including the
negative effects of labeling and
negative attitudes fostered by
lack of contact with typically
developing children.

2.They are provided with
competent models that allow
them to learn new adaptive skills
and/or learn when and how to
use their existing skills through
imitation.

Children With Disabilities

3.They are provided with competent
peers with whom to interact and thereby
learn new social and/or communicative
skills.

4.They are provided with realistic life
experiences that prepare them to live in
the community.

5.They are provided with opportunities to

develop friendships with typically
developing peers




' Benefits of Inclusion for...

Children Without Disabilities

1.They are provided with 3. They are provided with
opportunities to learn more realistic opportunities to learn altruistic
and accurate views about behaviors and when and how to
individuals with disabilities. use such behaviors.

2.They are provided with 4. They are provided with models of
opportunities to develop positive individuals who successfully
attitudes toward others who are achieve despite challenges.

different from themselves.
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' How to Get Ready

*Research
*Explore Options
*Prepare

« Review your child’s current Individual
Education Program (IEP), progress on
current goals and school records

« Think about your child’s strengths and
weaknesses

« Review or create a vision for your child to
determine educational priorities
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Explore
Your Options

Prepare for
the IEP

« Visit your neighborhood school

and other schools and
programs that interest you

« Attend Kindergarten Roundup
for your neighborhood schools

« Explore enrollment process

« Ask questions about school
Inclusion, class size,
teacher/student ratio, how
supports and services are
incorporated
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Before
School Starts

Determine when or schedule your
transition Individual Education
Program (IEP) meeting

Learn who the key players are at the
new school or district who make
decisions and can be potential allies

+ Look at your child’s current
evaluation data and determine what
added or updated assessments might
be needed

« Plan who you will bring with you to
listen and take notes

+ Create an outline or list of parent
concerns and prioritized talking points

« Ask to meet with your child’s
teacher to talk about
expectations

« Share student bio/snapshot to
give teacher and school team
added personal information
about your child

« Talk to your child’s teacher
about setting up a school to
home communication plan




Prepare your Child

« Talk to your child about the upcoming changes — new building, new
schedule (1/2 or full day), new adults and kids

« Read stories together about Kindergarten and school
« Plan a visit to the new building and check out the playground
« Request to visit the classroom and meet the teacher prior to the first day

« Prepare the new supplies and practice the morning routine
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Resources: Michigan Alliance for Families

« Laws/Rules:

« https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.ora/law/

* Placement/Least Restrictive Environment:

« https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.ora/Ire-placement/

* Inclusion:

p- https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/inclusion/

Resources: Michigan Alliance for Families

P

« Transition to Kindergarten

« https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/transition-to-kindergarten/

« Michigan Alliance for Families Webinars

« https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/webinar/

« Individual Education Programs, Inclusion, Behavior, Communication and Advocacy
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Disclaimer and Compliance

The information expressed during this presentation is the opinion of the individual presenter(s) and may ot reflect the opinions of
Michigan Alliance for Families, Michigan Alliance ~ PTI, Michigan Department of Education, or U.S. Department of Education Office
of Special Education Programs.

Compliance with Title IX
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is the landmark federallaw that bans sex discrimination in schools, whether it Is in curricular,
extra-curricular o athletic activiies.

Title IX states: “No person in the U.S. shall, on the basis of sex be excluded from particpation in, or denied the benefis of, or be subject to
discrimination under any educational program or activity receiving federal aid

‘The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is in compliance with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, 20 U.S.C. 1681
et esa, (Tie X, and ts mplementing regulation at 34 C.F.. Pt 106, which prohiit lscrimination based on sex. The MDE, a5 3 recpient of
federal nanc asistance rom the Unied Sates Department of Eduction (USED), i subect 1 the provisons of Tie IX. MO does
discrminate hased on gender n employment of 1 any educationa program or activy that I operate

For inquiries and complaints regarding Title IX, contact:

Elizabeth Collins, Offce of Carcer and Technical Education,

Michigan Department of Education, Hannh Buiding,

608 West Allegan, P.0. Box 30008, Lansing, MI 48909
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State Board of Education Members

State Board of Education Members

Dr. Cassandra E. Ulbrich, President

Dr. Pamela Pugh, Vice President

Tiffany D. Tilley, Secretary

Tom McMillin, Treasurer

Dr. Judith Pritchett, NASBE Delegate

Ellen Cogen Lipton, Board Member

Nikki Snyder, Board Member

Jason Strayhorn, Board Member
Ex-Officio

The Honorable Gretchen Whitmer, Governor
Dr. Michael Rice, Chairman and State Superintendent




Michigan Alliance for Families

Michigan Alliance for Families is an IDEA Grant Funded Initiative of the Michigan
Department of Education, Office of Special Education, and Michigan’s federal
Parent-Training and Information Center (PTIC) funded by U.S. Department of

Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).

www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
1-800-552-4821
info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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