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Hello! A few details before we get started… 

 Locate the orange arrow (in the upper right hand corner of 
the screen), this toggles your Go To Webinar control 
panel. If you’ve joined via the app on your phone, the 
control panel is in a pull-down menu at the top or bottom 
of your screen. 

 If you have an issue with your audio, open the AUDIO tab 
in the control panel and do the Mic & Speakers “Sound 
Check”. 

 Participants are muted for this presentation. 
Questions/comments can be typed into the GTW 
question/chat window within the control panel. 

 A link to the handouts  will be shared in the chat area. 

 The link for the session’s evaluation will be shared in the 
chat area. 

 If you “lose” the GTW screen, click on the blue flower icon 
in your taskbar. 
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TERMINOLOGY 

• Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 
• Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) 
• Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education 
(MARSE) 
• Intermediate School Districts (ISD) may also be 
Educational Service District (ESD) or Regional
Educational Service District (RESD) 
• By Laws 
• ISD Service Delivery Plan 



  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Handouts: 
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/workshop-pac/ 

•Guidelines for Exploring Interagency Opportunities 

•Michigan: SEAC 

•Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education 

•Family Matters: Parent Advisory Committees 

•Michigan Alliance for Families Website: PAC 

•Students with Disabilities: An Advocate’s Guide – 
Disability Rights Michigan 

https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/workshop-pac


 

   
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Agenda 

• What is a Parent Advisory 
Committee? 

• Who are you advising? 

• How are you advising? 

• What do you need to know to 
advise? 

• Who are you representing? 
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Special Education Advisory Committee 

Michigan’s Special Education Advisory Committee 
(SEAC) is the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) mandated state advisory panel to the State 
Board of Education and the Michigan Department of
Education. 

• A parent of a child with a disability, less than 26 years
of age, who currently receives special education 
services and has a current individualized education 
program (IEP), may apply to be a Member at Large 

• 34 CFR 300.167 - 300.167 State advisory panel. 
(§300) 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6598_88192---,00.html:%7E:text=Special%20Education%20Advisory%20Committee%20(SEAC)&text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20SEAC,Identifying%20unmet%20needs.
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6598_88192---,00.html:%7E:text=Special%20Education%20Advisory%20Committee%20(SEAC)&text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20SEAC,Identifying%20unmet%20needs.
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Parent Advisory Committees (PAC) 

• IDEA does not require regional or local
special education advisory committees. 
• Michigan Administrative Rules for Special
Education (MARSE) requires each 
intermediate school district board to appoint a 
Parent Advisory Committee. 
– R 340.1838 Parent advisory 
committee. Rule 138. 

•Some local school districts form Special
Education Parent Advisory Committees –
these are not required under IDEA or MARSE 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs_379598_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs_379598_7.pdf
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Parent Advisory Committee 
MARSE R 340.1838 

Handout: MARSE pages 144-145 
Responsibilities of the intermediate school district: 
• ISD Board of Education appoints PAC Members 
• Attempts to assure that all types of impairments 
and organizations of parents are represented on 
the PAC 
• ISD Board of Education may recommend 
operational procedures to the PAC for review
and adoption. 
• ISD shall secure fiscal and staff resources for 
the PAC 
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Parent Advisory Committee
MARSE R 340.1838 

Handout: MARSE pages 144-145 
Responsibilities of the Parent Advisory 
Committee: 
•Determining and documenting, in writing, the 
organizational structure of the committee 
•Participating in the development of the ISD’s 
plan and any modifications of the plan 
•Providing input on any matter that the 
committee deems appropriate to the 
improvement of special education services 
within the ISD. 
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Things to Consider 

Some PAC members attend IEP meetings
with families in their districts. Will yours? 

Some PAC members act as Surrogate 
Parents. Will yours? 
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Who are you advising? 

Intermediate School District’s Board of 
Education? 

Intermediate School District’s 
Administration? 

Parent Advisory Committee is an advisory 
committee, not a governing body. 
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How are you advising? 

Is your advice being communicated 
through the ISD liaison? Verbal or in 
writing? 

Do you invite the Superintendent to 
your meetings? 

Have you spoken before the ISD
Board of Education about the 
purpose & work of the PAC? 
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What do you need to know to advise? 

How do you know what is going on in 
your school district? 

Have you been given a comprehensive 
understanding of the State Performance 
Plan and the Annual Performance Report
for the ISD and local districts? 
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Who are you representing? 

You are representing your school district
on this committee. 

How does your local Superintendent and 
Board of Education know what work the 
PAC has been doing? 



  
 
   

 

   
  

  

Special Education Service Delivery Plan
MARSE R 340.1833 

Handout: MARSE Pages 140 – 144 

The parent advisory committee shall participate 
in the development of the intermediate school 
district's plan or any modification of the plan for 
the delivery of special education programs and 
services as required by R 340.1833. 
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Special Education Service Delivery Plan 

When was the Service Delivery Plan 
written? Most recent modification? 

When was the last time the Service 
Delivery Plan was reviewed by the PAC? 

What does participation in the 
development of the Service Delivery Plan 
look like? 



Michigan Alliance for Families 
infotr'nat ion, support, and ed ucatior-

 Questions 



  

 
  

 

 

 

  
 

Action Plan 

Recommendation: 
Review  Question on  Slides11-15 and 17 

Answer these questions: 

• What is going well? 

• What could be done better? 

• What is something you can 
do at the next PAC meeting 
to begin to move forward? 
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Stay Connected 

www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

1-800-552-4821 

@MichiganAllianceForFamilies 

@mialliance 

/MichiganAlliance 

mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
http:www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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Disclaimer and Compliance 

The information expressed during this presentation is the opinion of the individual presenter(s) 
and may not reflect the opinions of Michigan Alliance for Families, Michigan Alliance – PTI, 
Michigan Department of Education, or U.S. Department of Education Office of Special Education 
Programs. 

Compliance with Title IX 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is the landmark federal law that bans sex discrimination in 
schools, whether it is in curricular, extra-curricular or athletic activities. 

Title IX states: “No person in the U.S. shall, on the basis of sex be excluded from participation in, or denied 
the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity receiving federal 
aid.” 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is in compliance with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, as amended, 20 U.S.C. 1681 et esq. (Title IX), and its implementing regulation, at 34 C.F.R. Part 106, 
which prohibits discrimination based on sex. The MDE, as a recipient of federal financial assistance from the 
United States Department of Education (USED), is subject to the provisions of Title IX. MDE does not 
discriminate based on gender in employment or in any educational program or activity that it operates. 

For inquiries and complaints regarding Title IX, contact: 
Elizabeth Collins, Office of Career and Technical Education, 
Michigan Department of Education, Hannah Building, 
608 West Allegan, P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, MI 48909 



 
     

     
     

  
   
     
    

    
   

 
   
    

 

State Board of Education 
Members 

State Board of Education Members 
Dr. Cassandra E. Ulbrich, President 
Dr. Pamela Pugh, Vice President 
Michelle Fecteau, Secretary 
Tom McMillin, Treasurer 
Tiffany D. Tilley, NASBE Delegate 
Nikki Snyder, Board Member 
Dr. Judith Pritchett, Board Member 
Lupe Ramos-Montigny, Board Member 
Ex-Officio 
Gretchen Whitmer, Governor 
Michael Rice, State Superintendent 
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Michigan Alliance for Families 

Michigan Alliance for Families is an IDEA Grant Funded 
Initiative of the Michigan Department of Education, Office of 
Special Education, and Michigan’s federal Parent-Training 
and Information Center (PTIC) funded by U.S. Department 
of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 

www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org 
1-800-552-4821 

info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org 

mailto:info@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
http:www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org
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