STARTING THE REFERRAL PROCESS


Some children have special instructional needs because they have a disability.  Other children have special needs that are not caused by a disability.   For example, some young students have difficulty mastering a particular curricular process because they aren’t developmentally ready.  Other students may require curricular items to be presented in a different format to achieve mastery.  When students initially have problems in school, many schools use pre-referral/prevention interventions to more carefully review the areas of instructional concern.  Intervening prior to a referral sometimes provides the instructional support needed to prevent what begins as a lack of readiness from becoming a disability.

A special education referral is a written statement that a child has a suspected disability that interferes with learning and may have a need for special education supports.  Anyone who is concerned, including parents, teachers, social workers, licensed physicians, nurses, foster parents, or representatives of other agencies, may refer a person suspected of having a disability.  In most cases, this referral will be handled at the local school level.

Within ten (10) calendar days of receipt of the referral, the school district shall notify you in writing and request your permission to evaluate your child.  This notice must be in your native language and must be understandable to you.  This notice also needs to explain why an evaluation is proposed.  You should respond to this request within seven (7) calendar days because the school district cannot proceed with the evaluation without your written consent.  If you decline permission to evaluate your child, the school district may request a due process hearing to appeal your refusal.
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