Early Childhood Inclusion:
 Learning & Growing Together Right from the Start
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What is Inclusion?

Inclusion, in any environment, means that children, youth, and adults, with and without disabilities participate.  “It is any opportunity for children with disabilities to play, interact, grow, and learn alongside with children who are developing in a typical way.”  This can include community settings, such as recreation programs, learning environments (e.g., preschools), child care environments, and social activities.

· Inclusive Education:  Public laws mandate that students with disabilities who had been previously excluded from education be provided education in the least restrictive environment (LRE) or in a natural environment.

You Know It’s Inclusion When….*

· Everybody plays, learns, and grows together.

· Each child is included in every activity, routine, and learning opportunity.

· Teachers and caregivers plan activities appropriate for both the developmental abilities and interest level of the children.

· Parents value diversity and power of children learning from each other.

· Each child has opportunities to enjoy typical, ‘every day’ little kid experiences.

· Teachers and caregivers hold beliefs that reflect acceptance, respect, and positive attitudes that show a willingness to try new things.
* Child Care Plus + Center on Inclusion 
A Glossary of Terms for Inclusion & Special Education

Assessment – a collecting and bringing together of information about a child’s needs, which may include social, psychological, and educational evaluations used to determine services; a process using observation, testing, and test analysis to determine an individual’s strengths and weaknesses in order to plan his or her educational services
Assessment team – a team of people from different backgrounds who observe and test a child to determine his or her strengths and weaknesses

Developmental – having to do with the steps or stages in growth and development before the age of 18 years

Developmental history – the developmental progress of a child (ages birth to 18 years) in such skills as sitting, walking, talking, or learning
Developmental tests - standardized tests that measure a child’s development as it compares to the development of all other children at that age

Disability – the result of any physical or mental condition that affects or prevents one’s ability to develop, achieve, and/or function in an educational setting at a normal rate
Early interventionist – someone who specializes in early childhood development, usually having a Master’s degree or Ph.D. in an area related to the development of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers

Early Intervention Services – services that are designed to meet the developmental needs of children from birth to 36 months with disabilities in any of the following areas:  physical, cognitive, communication, socio-emotional, or adaptive development.  Services include:

· Identification, screening, & assessment

· Family education & training

· Home visits, special instruction

· Health services, social services, specialized services (e.g., speech-language, occupational/physical therapy, audiology, etc.)
Evaluation – (as applied to children from birth through two years of age) the procedures used to determine if a child is eligible for early intervention services; (as applied to preschool and school-aged children) the procedures used to determine whether a child has a disability and the nature and extent of the special education and related services the child needs

Free appropriate public education [often referred to as FAPE] – one of the key requirements of IDEA, which requires that an education program be provided for all school-aged children (regardless of disability) without cost to families; the exact requirements of “appropriate” are not defined, but other references within the law imply the most “normal” setting available

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) – this is a written plan that describes services, providers, locations, and goals for the services & supports provided to eligible children & families.  It is prepared by a team that includes the child’s family.  These services should be family-focused and provided in natural environments including the home and community settings in which the child participates
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, Public Law 105-17) – is the federal legislation assuring children with disabilities free and appropriate education, public accommodations, and services operated by private entities.  This law has 4 parts:
· Part A:  covers the general purpose of the law & definitions

· Part B:  covers the requirements for the education of all children with disabilities

· Part C:  covers requirements for services to infants and toddlers (0-36 mos.).  this section emphasizes the rights of young children to receive intervention services within natural environments.  Children in group intervention settings should also be placed in groups with same-aged peers without disabilities, such as play groups, day care centers, or other typical group settings.  Every state has a Part C Coordinator and Part C Program.
· Part D:  gives authorization to improve special education services (e.g., research, personnel development, technical assistance, and state improvement grants). 
Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) – an educational setting or program that provides a student with disabilities the chance to work and learn to the best of his or her ability; it also provides the student as much contact as possible with children without disabilities, while meeting all of the child’s learning needs and physical requirements

Natural Environments – are settings and activities that are natural or normal for a child’s same-age peers in his/her community who have no disabilities or developmental delays.  It is the place and/or event the child would likely be or engage in if he/she did not have a disability or delay

The following are the relevant sections related to natural environments from the IDEA Part C regulations at 34 CFR Part 303:  “To the maximum extent appropriate to the needs of the child, early intervention services must be provided in natural environments, including the home and community settings in which children without disabilities participate.”
Public Law (P.L.) 94-142 – a law passed in 1975 requiring that public schools provide a “free appropriate public education” to school-aged children ages 3-21 (exact ages depend on your state’s mandate), regardless of disabling condition; also called the Education For All Handicapped Children Act, with recent amendments now called the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Public Law (P.L.) 102-119 – passed in 1991, this is an amendment to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which requires states and territories to provide a “free appropriate public education” to all children ages 3-21; and provides funds for states and territories to plan a comprehensive service system for infants and toddlers (ages birth to 36 months) with disabilities

Service coordinator – someone who acts as a coordinator of an infant’s or toddler’s services, working in partnership with the family and providers of special programs; service coordinators may be employed by the early intervention agency

Services/service delivery – the services (therapies, instruction, treatment) given to a child with special needs

Special education coordinator – the person in charge of special education programs at the school, district, or state level

Special education programs/services – programs, services, or specially designed instruction (offered at no cost to families) for children over 3 years old with special needs who are found eligible for such services; these include special learning methods
Special needs – (as in child with “special needs”) – a term to describe a child who has disabilities or who is at risk of developing disabilities and who, therefore, requires special services or treatment in order to progress
Information compiled by The Early Childhood Inclusion in Michigan Project from:

ZERO TO THREE:  National Center for Infants, Toddlers, & Families.  Washington, D.C.  Material cited in the Child Care Bulletin, Issue 21 at www.nccic.org
And

The National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY). P.O. Box 1492, Washington, DC 20013-1492,  1.800.695.0285 (toll-free, Voice/TTY)  www.nichcy.org
And
Child Care plus + Center on Inclusion in Early Childhood 1.800.235.4122
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