




SPECIAL EDUCATION ACRONYMS 

Appendix D

This is a partial listing of  the acronyms you may encounter during your child’s education

ADA

Americans with Disabilities Act

AD(H)D 
Attention Deficit (Hyperactivity) Disorder

AG

Annual Goal 

ASD

Autism Spectrum Disorder
AS

Asperger's Syndrome

AUEN

Addressing Unique Educational Needs

AYP

Adequate Yearly Progress

CBI

Community Based Instruction

CI

Cognitive Impairment

COACH

Creating Options and Accommodations for Children

CP

Cerebral Palsy

DD

Developmental Disability/Delay
ECDD

Early Childhood Developmental Delay

EI

Emotional Impairment
ELPA

English Language Proficiency Assessment

EMI

Educable Mental Impairment

ESY

Extended School Year

FAPE

Free Appropriate Public Education

FTE

Full Time Equivalency

HI

Hearing Impairment
HQT

Highly Qualified Teacher

IDEIA

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act

IEE

Independent Education Evaluation

IEP

Individualized Education Program

IEPT

Individualized Educational Program Team

IFSP

Individualized Family Service Plan

ISD

Intermediate School District

ITP

Individualized Transition Program

SLD

Specific Learning Disability
LEA

Local Educational Agency

LRE

Least Restrictive Environment
MAPS

McGill Action Planning System/ Making Action Plans
MDE

Michigan Department of Education

MEAP

Michigan Educational Assessment Program

MET

Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team

NCLB

No Child Left Behind

OHI

Other Health Impairment
O+M

Orientation and Mobility
OSE/EIS
Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services 
OT

Occupational Therapist

PAC

Parent Advisory Committee

PBS

Positive Behavioral Support

PDD

Pervasive Developmental Delay

PECS

Picture Exchange Communication System

PI

Physical Impairment
PLAAFP

Present Level of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance
PSA

Public School Agency or Public School Academy/Charter School
PT

Physical Therapist

SEAC

State Special Education Advisory Committee

SES

Supplemental Educational Services

SLI

Speech and Language Impairment

SSW

School Social Worker

STIO

Short Term Instructional Objective

SXI

Severe Multiple Impairment

TBI

Traumatic Brain Injury
TC

Teacher Consultant

TSLI

Teacher of Speech and Language 

VI

Visual Impairment
WISD

Washtenaw Intermediate School District


GLOSSARY




Appendix E

Advocate:  An individual, either a parent or professional with special knowledge or training concerning the issues of students with disabilities, who accompanies/represents parents and students at IEPT meetings, due process hearings and other non-judicial proceedings seeking enforcement of the education rights of that student.

Adequate Yearly Progress: The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirement that each school will meet state reading and math goals. Each local educational agency will inform parents whether or not each school in the district has made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

Annual Goals: A set of general statements, which represent expected achievement over a year's time for persons with disabilities enrolled in special education programs and services.

Assessment:  Specific tools used to gather information. This includes formal and informal tests; student records; work products; and observations of the student in the classroom, other school environments, and the community.  This information is used to evaluate the student’s needs.

Alternate Assessment:  Federal law IDEIA requires that the progress of all students be measured by statewide assessments; not all students, however, can take standardized tests, like the MEAP. The MI-Access assessment for each student with an IEP is based on student performance and the level of independence the student will most likely achieve upon leaving school. The IEP team will decide upon the appropriate state assessment for each student.

Assistive Technology Devices and Services: Items that increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of students with disabilities, or services that help staff use these items.

Autism Spectrum Disorder: A neurological based lifelong developmental disorder typically beginning before 36 months of age.  Now considered a spectrum disorder, with varying degrees of severity, it affects communication, behavior, socialization, and sensory perception.

Behavior (Intervention) Plan (BIP): A plan developed by a team to address situations when behavior problems interfere with learning.

Complaint:  A specific written and signed allegation by an agency, private individual, or organization that there is an unresolved violation, misinterpretation or misapplication of the law, the State or Intermediate School District (ISD) Plans, an Individualized Education Program (IEP), court decision, or decision of a hearing officer.

Comprehensive Evaluation: A series of assessments and observations, formal and informal, conducted for the purpose of determining eligibility for special education and related services and for determining the current level of educational performance.

Comprehensive Re-evaluation (also known as “Three-year re-evaluation”): A three-year review of a student’s special needs, progress, and current level of educational performance. A waiver gives the IEP team flexibility in coordinating this review. 

Consent:  An agreement in writing to carry out an activity after being fully informed in one's native language of all information relevant to the activity.

Criterion-Referenced Test: A measurement of achievement of specific criteria or skills in terms of absolute levels of mastery. The focus is on performance of an individual measured against a standard or criterion rather than against the performance of others who take the same test.

Curriculum: The courses offered by an educational institution or a set of courses constituting an area of specialization.

Curriculum framework/pathway: A set of guidelines that serve as the standards for what students are expected to learn and at what level. The frameworks are specific enough to describe the types of skills and abilities students should learn in a given course and at the approximate grade level, yet are broad enough to give educators discretion in how those standards are met.

Departmentalize:  A secondary-level delivery system in which two or more special education teachers group special education students by instructional content areas.

Disability, Person With:  A person determined by an Individualized Educational Program Team (IEPT), or a hearing officer to have a characteristic or set of characteristics as defined in the descriptions of the disability (autistic impairment, emotional impairment, hearing impairment, mental impairment, physically and otherwise health impairment, preprimary impairment, severe multiple impairment, specific learning disability, speech and language impairment, and visual impairment) and who, because of the disability, needs special education supports.

Dissenting Report: A written report attached to an IEP, that provides a perspective other than the consensus perspective.

Dual Enrollment: An array of programs that allow high school students to enroll in courses where they can simultaneously earn both high school and college credit.

Education Records: Confidential written information about a student with a disability; record is stored in a central location and accessible to parents.

Evaluation Review: An IEPT meeting to decide questions related to evaluations.

Extended School Year (ESY): Special education programming that extends beyond  the regular school year.  Eligibility and services are determined by the IEP team.

Free Appropriate Publication Education (FAPE): The requirement in federal law that each student with a disability must receive a publicly-funded education that is individually designed to meet that student’s unique needs.

Full Independence:  The first level of MI-Access alternate assessments. Full Independence addresses the educational needs of students with physical, emotional or learning disabilities who function in the normal range of intelligence. These students are capable of becoming fully independent as adults. These students are able to apply their knowledge to any task, problem or activity that they may confront in life. 

Functional Behavior Assessment: An assessment of the factors that affect a student’s behavior, typically including a review of the environment and the student’s needs.
Functional Independence:  The second level of MI-Access alternate assessments. Functional independence addresses the educational needs of students with mild mental impairment. These students are capable of meeting their own needs and living successfully in their communities with occasional support from others. Through this support, these students should be able to assess their personal strengths and limitations and access resources, strategies, supports and linkages that will help them maximize their potential effectiveness. 

Grade-Level Content Expectations (GLCE): Similar to the curriculum framework, these are the set of expectations for what should be taught in a specific academic subject area and in a given school year at each grade level.

Highly Qualified Teacher: No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requires that every child be taught by a Highly Qualified Teacher in core academic subjects. Each teacher must prove that s/he knows the subjects he or she is teaching, has a college degree, with either a major in the content/subject area s/he is assigned to teach or a master’s or higher degree in the content/subject, and is state-certified.

Inclusion:  The placement of a student with a disability in a general education classroom with his/her age-appropriate peers, with the supports necessary for him/her to benefit from his/her educational experiences.  A program is designed to meet his/her individual needs.
Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE): An evaluation conducted by a qualified examiner(s) who is not employed by the public agency responsible for education of the student.  A contracted agent for the purpose of conducting an independent evaluation is not considered an employee of the public school agency.
Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA): The federal law that sets national standards for educating students with disabilities. State laws must meet or can exceed the standards of IDEIA.
Individualized Education Program (IEP): A specially-designed instruction program developed by the IEP team, that describes as specified as possible  the student’s eligibility, the student’s present level of performance, annual goals and short-term objectives, specific educational and related services, amount of time spent in general education, the least restrictive environment, the reasons why the IEP is accepted or rejected, transition services, and the dates and frequency of services .   The IEP shall be reviewed annually or more often as needed.

IEP Addendum: The purpose of the IEP Addendum is to make minor changes to the IEP that is in effect during the year. It may be used to add, modify, or delete instructional goals or objectives; modify the amount of time in the current program; or add, modify, or delete related services, supplementary aids or services, assessments, or transportation.
Individualized Educational Program Team (IEPT): Persons appointed and invited (including parents) by the superintendent or designee to determine a student’s eligibility for special education and, if eligible and in need of special education services, to develop an IEP. The IEP team also addresses decisions related to additional evaluations or re-evaluations, as well as student discipline.
Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP): A plan of service developed by a team for a student with a disability between the ages of 0 and 3 years; emphasizes interagency collaboration.
Least Restrictive Environment (LRE): The requirement that each student with a disability be educated and involved as much as possible with non-disabled peers in general education classes and activities. LRE spans placements from fully "self-contained" classrooms with little or no non-disabled peer contact to "full inclusion" wherein the student is involved with non-disabled peers for most or all of the school day. LRE is potentially different for each student.
Manifestation Determination: An IEPT meeting to address the relationship between the student’s behavior problems and his/her disability.
McGill Action Planning Systems (MAPS): A process that provides a common vision and road map for all team members, which enables them to be supportive and effective in furthering the integration of a student with a disability into general education settings and community life.

MEAP: The Michigan Educational Assessment Program, Michigan’s version of a criterion-referenced test, which is administered to students throughout the state. Versions of the MEAP are currently taken by students in grades 3 - 12. The MEAP serves as the measurement for establishing Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in line with the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.

Mediation: A process in which an impartial facilitator tries to help parents and the Public School Agency (PSA) resolve disagreements.
MI-Access:  Michigan’s alternate assessments to the MEAP. There are currently four levels of assessments, based on the expected independence level that each student will achieve in adult life roles. These are “Full Independence,” “Functional Independence,” “Supported Independence,” and “Participation.” The IEP Team should discuss the different options and select the best assessment tool for each student.

Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team: Two or more professionals from separate disciplines (such as: psychologist(s), teacher(s), social worker(s), speech/language therapist(s). and the parent(s), who share responsibility for conducting a comprehensive evaluation of a student suspected of having a disability or reevaluating a person with a disability.

Music Therapy: A method used by music therapists to teach students through musical games or playing instruments how to interact with others and develop communication skills. 

No Child Left Behind (NCLB): The Federal law that requires school accountability for student achievement and performance, and mandates that each school meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) standards. 

Normal Course of Study: A regular education curriculum leading to a high school diploma, or the special education curriculum approved in the Intermediate School District Plan leading to a high school diploma.  The special education curriculum shall include physical education, personal adjustment, and prevocational and vocational training.

Occupational Therapist (OT): A professional who evaluates and determines purposeful activities to facilitate improvement of a student’s physical, fine-motor, sensory-motor, and self-care functioning.

Orientation and Mobility (O+M): Support to increase the accessibility of the educational environment for a student with a disability.

Paraprofessional (Parapro): A trained assistant who is directed by the classroom teacher and/or teacher consultant, to help provide accommodations for students with disabilities.  This may include helping the teacher make adaptations to the curriculum, assisting students with assignments, working with students in relation to the class as a whole, and helping other students understand the student’s disability.

Parent: The mother, father, surrogate, or legally designated guardian of the person with a disability.  Parent also means the actual student with a disability when s/he reaches the age of 18 years, if a legal guardian has not been appointed by appropriate court proceedings.

Parent Advisory Committee (PAC): A committee made up of parents of students with disabilities from each local educational agency within the Intermediate School District (ISD) appointed by the ISD Board of Education. The PAC is responsible for participating in the development of the ISD Plan and advising the ISD Board of Education on matters relating to special education.

Participation:  The fourth level of MI-Access alternate assessments. Participation addresses the educational needs of students with severe or profound mental impairment. These students are expected to require extensive ongoing support in adulthood. These students have significant cognitive and may have physical limitations that impair their ability to generalize or transfer learning, and render determining their actual ability and skills difficult. Their impairments cause them to be dependent on others for most, if not all, of their daily living needs and will impact any future involvement with major life roles.

Person Centered Plan (PCP): The process of helping a person with a disability develop a life plan based on his/her interests, strengths and needs.

Physical Therapist (PT): A professional who assesses and treats a student to improve his/her level of functioning, mainly in the area of mobility and walking skills.

Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS): A system of picture symbol cards which are used as a communication tool when verbal language is not present. It may also enhance the development of verbal language.

Positive Behavior Support: A broad-based set of proactive approaches used within a comprehensive school-wide system.  This school/community system supports students in learning responsible behavior and achieving academic success.  The goal is not merely to “eliminate” the behavior, but to understand the behavior’s purpose and then teach the student a positive behavior to achieve the same function.

Procedural Safeguards (also known as “Rights” or “Due Process”): Regulations designed to protect students with disabilities and their parents; see Appendix G.

Psychological Evaluation: The portion of a student’s overall special education evaluation that tests general aptitudes and abilities, eye-hand coordination, social skills, emotional development and thinking skills.

Public Expense: Provision of service(s) by the public school agency (PSA) at no cost to the parent(s). Under special circumstances, the PSA may pay for an outside evaluation, program, or service(s), which may include transportation and/or room and board.

Public School Agency: A public school governed by a board of education, legally constituted within a State, which has administrative control and direction of a public elementary or secondary school (includes both local districts and public school academies/charter schools).

Public School Academy: A public school governed by a board of education, created by a formal agreement/charter between a person or group of people and an approved educational agency or State, that is exempt from some state education regulations and local school district rules in exchange for agreeing to meet certain accountability requirements. 

Related Services: Services specially designed to meet the unique needs of persons with disabilities through age 25. These services include the following: audiological, medical, psychiatric, psychological, speech and language, or educational evaluation; occupational, physical, recreational, music, art, or other therapy; accommodations and modifications; assistive technology devices and services; mobility and orientation services; transportation; school psychological; school social work; and instruction provided by special education teachers designed to assist regular education students who are homebound, hospitalized, placed in juvenile detention facilities, or preprimary age children.

Resource Room: A classroom program designed for students who require 50% or less of their instructional (language arts, mathematics, science and social studies) day in a special education setting. (Elementary: 50% or less of instructional school day; Secondary: three periods or less of instructional school day.)
Section 504: Refers to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which protects the civil rights of persons with disabilities.  It also applies to the provision of services for children whose disability is not severe enough to warrant eligibility for special education services, but could benefit from supportive services and classroom modifications.
Self-Contained Classroom: A separate classroom, located within a general education school, used by students with disabilities, which may have either the same categorical/educational impairment grouping or may be cross-categorical.
Short-Term Instructional Objectives (STIO): Objectives written in measurable terms that relate to the annual goals and represent expected achievement over several weeks or months but not more than one year. A report on the progress towards these objectives must be provided to parents at least as often as every marking period.
Special Education: Specially designed instruction, at no cost to the parents, to meet the unique educational needs of each student with a disability who is eligible for services; designed to help each student reach his/her maximum potential.  All of the following may be included in the definition of special education: special education classroom instruction; instruction in physical education; instructional services such as preprimary, teacher consultant, speech and language, homebound and hospitalized, and juvenile detention facilities; ancillary and other related services such as occupational, physical, recreational, music, art or other therapy, mobility and orientation, school psychological and school social work services; supplemental aids, accommodations and modifications.

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC): A committee appointed by the State Board of Education to advise that Board on matters relating to the delivery of special education.
Speech Therapist: A professional trained to evaluate and provide therapy for speech and language disorders.

Supported Independence:  The third level of MI-Access alternate assessment. Supported Independence addresses the educational needs of students with moderate mental impairment. These students will require ongoing support in major life roles. They also may have cognitive limitations that impact their ability to generalize or transfer learning: they may, however, be able to follow previously learned routines and demonstrate a variety of independent living skills. 
Teacher Consultant (TC): A certified special education teacher, with teacher consultant approval, who provides instructional support to students with disabilities, provides consultation to and/or team teaches with the general education classroom teacher and consults with parents.  
Transition:  As defined by law, a set of decisions an IEP team makes to prepare students with disabilities for life after school; emphasizing interagency collaboration. (Also a commonly used term that refers to a change of building, level, grade, classroom, or activity at any age.)

Transition Services: A coordinated set of activities for a student, designed within an outcome-oriented process, that promotes movement from school to post-school activities.  These activities may include post-secondary education, vocational training, integrated employment (including supported employment), access to adult services, independent living, and community participation.

Unified Systems: A philosophy and a set of strategies used by a public school agency (PSA) which brings together a variety of resources to meet the educational needs of all children.

Visual Schedules and Supports: Tools that enable a student to keep track of daily activities and also help develop an understanding of time frames and environmental sequences.  Examples include individual daily schedules, calendars, lists, and graphic organizers.

Waiver:  An authorization from the State Board of Education that allows a district and/or ISD to implement a particular strategy or innovative approach to meet the needs of students with disabilities. 
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