


Leadership
Mentoring

Michigan Alliance for Families provides a
Regional Parent Mentor with expertise in
disability and educational issues at each
regional site. Regional Parent Mentors are
knowledgeable about community resources,
including organizations, professionals, and
other parents who might be of assistance.
Regional Parent Mentors connect families
with the resources they need, provide
information and assistance, and mentor
parents as needed.

Regional Parent Mentors host a series of
learning opportunities for parents in each
region. The initial learning opportunities
include:

• Individualized Education Programs (IEPs).

• Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs).

• Mediation and facilitated IEPs.

• Overview of the IDEA.

• Transitions.

• Positive behavioral supports.

• Assistive technology.

• Parent/professional collaboration.

• Rights and responsibilities.

Regional Sites
Regional Parent Mentors

Each Regional Parent Mentor helps
create a learning community through a
series of leadership mentoring activities
over several months. 

The Leadership Mentoring Modules,
based upon nationally recognized
standards, include:

• School governance.

• Advisory groups: roles and
expectations.

• Communication skills.

• Problem solving/negotiation skills.

• Tools for change.

Michigan Alliance for Families offers
comprehensive information and referrals
on all disability and education issues
involving children and young adults from
birth to age 26. Services include one-on-
one support, online and printed resource
information, and referrals to the
appropriate community resources.

The Michigan Alliance for Families staff
are primarily parents of individuals with
disabilities who have first-hand
experience with all aspects of the
educational system. Staff are trained in
listening, communicating, and problem-
solving skills.

Individuals who call the toll-free number
(800) 552-4821 seeking information are
connected to a Regional Parent Mentor in
their area, or, if there is not yet a
regional site in their area, to a parent
consultant at the Michigan Alliance for
Families Ann Arbor office.

Information
Center
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